[Conservative treatment of epidermoid cancer of the anal canal combining radiotherapy and curietherapy. Experience at the Antoine-Lacassagne Center].
From 1973 to 1987, 33 patients aged from 46 to 86 years (25 female, 8 male) were treated for a tumour of the anal canal with radiotherapy and curietherapy. Tumour distribution was 7 T1, 19 T2, 7 T3, and 4 patients were N+. After treatment it was possible to assess 31 patients; 29 were in complete remission, remission was obtained in 2 others following surgery. Tolerance was comparable to other series but 4 patients developed necrosis of the anal canal; 2 patients died under general anesthesia and 1 patient had a radiation injury of the small intestine. The sphincter was conserved in 65 p. cent of cases. Relapse occurred in 8 patients within 6-92 months, and 6 patients developed metastases. Overall survival was 78 p. cent at 3 years and 74 p. cent at 5 and 10 years. Disease-free survival was 65 p. cent at 3 and 5 years and 52 p. cent at 10 years. Our results confirm those of other series using a similar treatment plan. This treatment is difficult to put into practice. Patients must be carefully selected preferably by a team including proctologist, surgeon and radiotherapist.